Determining the Proposed Stocking. Rate
Alternatives B and C

7. Condition class changes from fair to good would be slow due to cheat-
grass competition and the influence of fire. A maximum increase of 1
percent in good condition was projected,.

DETERMINING THE PROPOSED STOCKING RATE

Alternative A

In Alternative A, five-year average use was the baseline used to determine
the proposed stocking level. For some allotments, less than five years of
actual use was averaged because wildfires closed a portion or all of the
allotment to grazing for a time. This was adjusted downward by 328 AUMs to
reflect transfer of land within grazing allotments from Federal ownership.

Alternatives B and C

In Alternatives B and C, active preference was used as the baseline to
determine the proposed stocking level. This baseline was adjusted by using
monitoring data (trend, utilization, condition, and actual use studies), site
productivity, allotment acreages, general observations, and professional
judgment.

Downward Adjustments
The adjudicated stocking rate was used to estimate reductions in preference
due to transfer of land within grazing allotments from Federal ownership.

Adjudicated Stocking Rate = Total acres in a grazing allotment
active preference

For example, an allotment with 1,000 acres in a transfer category and an
adjudicated stocking rate of 5.7 acres per AUM would be reduced 175 AUMs as
determined below.

1,000 Acres
5.7 acres/AUM = 175 AUMs

In several allotments, the present resource conditions are not satis-
factory. Management is satisfactory, but the problem is due to range fires or
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Determining the Proposed Stocking Rate
Alternatives B and C

other temporary disturbances. In these allotments, no changes in active
preference were proposed. In other allotments, existing management is un-
satisfactory. 1In these allotments, downward adjustments in active preference
were proposed based on monitoring data. For example, consider an allotment
with the following conditions.

- Vegetation consists of primarily crested wheatgrass seedings with
little potential for additional seedings.

— Trend is downward in all pastures. 5
- Conversion to a rest-rotation grazing system is not possible.
— The existing grazing system has been followed.

— Active preference is 600 AUMs,

- Utilization studies show 90 percent use on crested wheatgrass with
five-year actual use of 610 AUMs.

Proper use factors indicate that vigor of crested wheatgrass can be maintained |
if average use does not exceed 60 percent. 1In this example, the proposed
stocking level would be 407 AUMs as determined below.

60
90 x 610 = 407 AUMs

In a few cases, downward adjustments in active preference were made based
on condition class acreages, vegetation type acreages, and general observa-—
tions. 1In these cases, a general stocking rate for seedings of 4 acres per
AUM and an estimated stocking rate for annual and native range were used to
estimate the proposed stocking rate. For example, consider an allotment with
the following conditions.

- 4,100 acres of annual range with an estimated stocking rate of 10.2
acres per AUM, based on old surveys, actual use, and professional

judgment,

- 2,200 acres of seeding with an estimated stocking rate of 4 acres per
AUM based on area-wide experience.

The proposed stocking rate would be 952 AUMs as determined below.

4,100 acres 2,200 acres

10.2 acres/AUM + 4 acres/AUM = 952 AUMs

Upward Adjustments

Increases in active preference due to nonstructural range improvements were
estimated as follows.
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Determining the Proposed Stocking Rate
Alternative D

__  Acres Treated Acres Treated
Treatment Stocking Rate - Adjudicated Stocking Rate = Increase in AUMs

The treatment stocking rate for seedings was assumed to be 4 acres per AUM for
deferred-rotation grazing systems and 3 acres per AUM for rest-rotation grazing
systems, based on past experience. The treatment stocking rate for brush
control on native range was assumed to be 6 acres per AUM. In some cases,
increases due to nonstructural range improvements have partially offset reduc-
tions in proposed stocking rates.

In some allotments monitoring data indicated that increases could be sus-
tained while meeting existing AMP objectives. These increases up to active
preference or total preference could be allowed because of present management
practices.

Alternative D

In Alternative D, the proposed stocking level was selected to represent the
carrying capacity during a drought year when annual species produce little or
no forage. Actual use data from the 1977 drought year were used to arrive at
this level. The drought of 1977 had the most severe documented effect on
annual forage production since the vegetation in the planning area has included
the major annual vegetation component that it presently does.

Active preference was multiplied by 0.4 to give a 60 percent reduction in
preference, the average amount of nonuse in 1977. This was adjusted downward
further to reflect transfer of land within grazing allotments from Federal
ownership.
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TABLE D-2

PLANT SPECIES COMMONLY OCCURRING IN PRESENT VEGETATION TYPES

Vegetation Type

Gragses

Forbs

Shrubs and Trees

Major Vegetation Types

Basin Big Sagebrush/Native
Bunchgrasses

Basin Big Sagebrush/
Cheatgrass

Basin Big Sagebrush/
Crested Wheatgrass

Wyoming Big Sagebrush/
Cheatgrass

Wyoming Big Sagebrush/
Crested Wheatgrass

Wyoming Big Sagebrush/
Native Bunchgrass

Three--tip Sagebrush/Native
Bunchgrasses

Three-tip Sagebrush/
Cheatgrass

Needle-and-Thread
Indian Ricegrass
Bluebunch Wheatgrass
Western Wheatgrass
Sandberg's Bluegrass
Basin Wildrye
Cheatgrass

Cheatgrass

Sandberg's Bluegrass
Bottlebrush Squirreltail
Western Wheatgrass

Crested Wheatgrass
Cheatgrass
Sandberg's Bluegrass
Western Wheatgrass

Cheatgrass
Sandberg's Bluegrass
Western Wheatgrass

Crested Wheatgrass
Cheatgrass
Sandberg’'s Bluegrass
Western Wheatgrass

Thurber's Needlegrass
Bluebunch Wheatgrass
Cheatgrass

Bottlebrush Squirreltail
Sandberg's Bluegrass

Crested Wheatgrass
Cheatgrass
Sandberg's Bluegrass
Western Wheatgrass

Thurber's Needlegrass
Bluebunch Wheatgrass
Idaho Fescue

Western Wheatgrass
Sandberg's Bluegrass
Nevada Bluegrass
Cheatgrass

Cheatgrass
Sandberg's Bluegrass
Nevada Bluegrass
Crested Wheatgrass

Tailcup Lupine
False Dandelion
Phlox
Basamroot
Locoweed

Tumble Mustard
Prickly Lettuce
Tailcup Lupine
Goatsbeard

Tumble Mustard

Prickly Lettuce

Goatsbeard

Alfalfa !

Tumble Mustard
Prickly Lettuce
Goatsbeard

Goatsbeard
Prickly Lettuce

Phlox
Balsamroot
Lupine
Locoweed

Tumble Mustard
Goatsbeard
Prickly Lettuce

Lupine
Balsamroot
Locoweed
Phlox
Birdbeak

|

|

|

|

|

I

|
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

]

]

|

1

|

|

|

|

I

]

|

I

|

| Tumble Mustard
I

|

|

|

|

|

|

I

|

|

[

|

]

|

1

|

|

|

I

|

I

|

|

I

|

|

|

|

| Tumble Mustard
| Goatsbeard
| Prickly Lettuce
| Phlox
|
|
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Basin Big Sagebrush
Three-tip Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush

Basin Big Sagebrush
Three-tip Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush
Green Rabbitbrush

Basin Big Sagebrush
Three-tip Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush
Green Rabbitbrush

Wyoming Big Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush
Green Rabbitbrush

Wyoming Big Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush
Green Rabbitbrush

Wyoming Big Sagebrush
Three-tip Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush

Minor component of this
vegetation type.

Three-tip Sagebrush
Wyoming Big Sagebrush
Basin Big Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush

Three-tip Sagebrush
Wyoming Big Sagebrush
Basin Big Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush




PLANT SPECIES COMMONLY OCCURRING IN PRESENT VEGETATION TYPES

TABLE D-2 (Cont.)

Vegetation Type Grasses Forbs Shrubs and Trees
Major Vegetation Types (Cont.)
Cheatgrass—Annual Weeds Cheatgrass Tumble Mustard Minor component of this

Gray and Green Rabbitbrush/

Cheatgrass

Gray and Green Rabbitbrush/

Crested Wheatgrass

Minor Vegetation Types

Rocky Mountain Juniper/

Basin Big Sagebrush/
Cheatgrass

Irrigated/Cultivated

Mountain Big Sagebrush/

Idaho Fescue

Riparian

Sandberg's Bluegrass
Western Wheatgrass

Cheatgrass
Sandberg's Bluegrass
Western Wheatgrass

Crested Wheatgrass
Cheatgrass
Sandberg's Bluegrass
Western Wheatgrass

Cheatgrass
Sandberg’'s Bluegrass
Western Wheatgrass
Needle-and-thread
Sand Dropseed

Cheatgrass

Idaho Fescue
Thurber's Needlegrass
Basin Wildrye

Prairie Junegrass
Bluebunch Wheatgrass

Tufted Hairgrass
Kentucky Bluegrass
Sedges

Goatsbeard

Bur Buttercup
Prickly Lettuce
Tumbleweed

Tumble Mustard
Goatsbeard
Prickly Lettuce

Tumble Mustard
Goatsbeard
Prickly Lettuce

Scurf-pea
Evening Primrose
Balsamroot
Tumbleweed
Lupine

Alfalfa
Tumbleweed
Prickly Lettuce
Agronomic crops

Little Sunflower
Lupine
Tapertip Hawksbeard

Cinquefoil

vegetation type.

Gray Rabbitbrush
Green Rabbitbrush
Wyoming Big Sagebrush
Basin Big Sagebrush

Gray Rabbitbrush
Green Rebbitbrush
Wyoming Big Sagebrush

Rocky Mountain Juniper
Basin Big Sagebrush
Gray Rabbitbrush
Prickly-pear Cactus

Mountain Big Sagebrush
Green Rabbitbrush
Three-tip Sagebrush

Willows
Black Cottonwood
Wild Rose
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TABLE D-3

LIVESTOCK FORAGE BY ALLOTMENT
FOR EACH ALTERNATIVE

Proposed Active Preference for Each Alternative
Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C Alternative D
AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change

Number | Present
of ° | Active
Permittees|Preference

Allotment Name

; : Bennett Hills RA

| |
| |
] |
| | |
| | | |
| | | | | |
Antelope | 1 | 1,388 | 497 - 64 | 1,644 + 19 | 1,644 + 19 | ssa - 60
| | | ] | | ;
: Barren | 1 | 72 | 33 - 54 | 0 -100 | 0 -100 | 27 - 63 :
| | | | | | ‘
Big Wood | 1 | 12 | 9 - 25 | 9 - 25 | 9 - 25 | 4 - 67 i
| | | | | | ;
Blue Lakes | 1 | 20 | 0 -100 | 0 -100 | 0 -100 | 8 - 60
‘ | ] | | | 1
Briggs Creek | 1 | 11 i 10 - 9 | 11 0 | 11 [¢] | 4 - 64 ;
; | | | | | | :
: Camp I ! 3 | 1,779 | 1,723 - 3 | 1,666 -6 | 1,672 -6 | 112 - 60 i
f | | | | | | §
: Camp II ! 1 68 | 68 o | 68 o | e8 o | 21 -60 f
; ) | | | | | |
i Camp IXI | 1 | g | 23 - 40 | 0 ~100 | 0 -100 | 14 - 63
| | | | | | |
; Canyon | 2 | 2,361 | 2,119 - 10 | 2,488 + 5 | 2,096 -1 | 8ss - 64
e | | | | | |
o Chute | 1 | 68 | 68 0 | 68 0 l 68 0 | 27 - 60
! | [ | | | |
i Conmon | 2 | s68 | 144 - 75 | 82 - 86 I 167 -7 | 226 - 60 {
d | | | | . | |
! Dinky | 1 ] 80 | 0 -100 | 0 -100 | 80 0 | 32 - 60
‘ | P | | | | :
i Flat Top L/ | (] | | | | | ]
| | | | | | | 4
| Flume | 1 | 10 | 10 0 | 0 ~100 | 0 -100 | 4 - 60
: ! | | | | |
; 40-Acre 1 1 | 14| 14 0 | 0 -100 | 0 -100 I 6 - 57
{ | | | | | |
: Good Time | 1 | 3,179 | 2,134 - 33 | 2,875 - 10 | 2,875 - 10 | 1,272 -60
‘
i | | | | | ]
' Goose Lake | 1 | [ | 0 -100 | 6 [ | 6 [} | 2 - 67
| | | | | |
Gunnery | 1 | 1,223 | 515 - 58 | 1,676 + 37 [ 1,676 + 37 | 489 - 60
| | | | | |
Hansen | 1 | 7] 6 - 14 | 0 -100 | 7 (4] | 3 -~ 57
| | | | | |
Hazelton | 1 ] 50 | 40 - 20 | 50 0 | 27 - 46 | 11 - 18
: | I | | | I
; Hull | 1 | 60 | 0 ~100 | 0 -100 | 0 -100 | 14 - 77 i
! | | | | | | 3
Hunt | 2 | 326 | 212 - 35 | 326 o | 326 0 | 130 - 60 4
| | | | | | :
Jerome | 1 | 91 | 90 -1 [ 81 -1 | 89 - 2 | 36 - 60
| | | ] | |
Junction | 1 | 150 | 126 - 16 | 0 -100 | 0 -100 | 60 - 60 ;
| | | | | | :
Lagoon 1 1 | 150 | 9 - 94 | 150 0 | 150 0 | 60 - 60 :
| | | | | |
| Land Lock 1/ | o | | | i | i
| { 1 | | |
Lava Pot | 1 { 60 | 47 - 22 | 60 0 ! 60 0 | 24 - 60 ;
| i | | ] |
Malad 1/ | 0 | | | | |
| | | | | 1
- Milner Dam | 1 | 63 | 63 0 | 0 -100 | 63 0 | 25 - 60
| | | | | |
Milner Plot | 1 | 400 | 1,266 +217 | 449 + 12 | 449 + 12 | 160 - 60
| | | | | |
‘ Nasura | 1 | 72| 42 - 42 | 0 -100 | 0 -100 | 29 - 60
: | | | | | I
i Northeast Interstate| 1 | 76 | 15 - 80 | 22 - 70 | 22 - 70 | 30 - 60
| | | | [ |

VapaE e
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TABLE D-3 (Cont.)

i . LIVESTOCK FORAGE BY ALLOTMENT

FOR EACH ALTERNATIVE

| Number | Present | Proposed Active Preference for Each Alternative 4

Allotment Name | of | Active [__ Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C Alternative D P

|Permittees|Preference| AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change i

North Milner I 9 | 4,493 } 4,632 + 3 | 4,515 + 1 4,464 -1 1,786 - 60 ;

Northside } 2 I 240 } 222 - 8 I 156 - 35 156 - 35 | 96 - 60 V;

Northwest Interstate:l/ 0 ; I I I | ;

Notch Butte } 7 I 1,688 { 1,891 + 12 { 1,884 + 12 l 1,884 + 12 675 - 60 E

Pocket } 4 } 790 I 423 - 47 } 180 - 77 : 180 - 77 : 316 - 60 %

Pole Line } 1 { 882 } 344 - 61 : 1,031 + 17 I 882 0 : 353 - 60 ;

; Quail : 1 I 19 } 19 0 l 18 - 5 = 19 0 { 8 - 58 (
Quaker I 1 { 30 I 30 0 : 0 -100 I 30 0 ’ 12 - 60

Rift : 1 I 60 # 60 0 { 60 0 { 60 0 i 24 - 60
; River { 1 : 80 I 69 - 14 } 80 0 { 80 [} ! 32 - 60
Rock Flat } 1 = 60 } [} -100 { 0 -100 I 0 -100 , 24 - 60
: Sand Butte = 3 I 1,186 { 1,286 + 8 I 1,886 + 59 : 1,286 + 8 I 474 - 60
Sand Springs I 1 } 12 I 5 - 58 : 12 0 I 12 4] : S ~ 58
7-Mile } 1 } 341 ; 308 - 10 I 412 + 21 } 412 + 21 { 136 - 60

Shoestring Cattle { "2 I 374 : 360 - 4 { [} -100 { 0 -100 II 150 - 60 ;

Shoestring Sheep I 3 } 736 } 427 - 42 ’ 3 - 99 I 3 - 99 |I 294 - 60 “‘
Short Line } 1 I 59 { 55 - 7 } 51 - 14 ; 51 ‘— 14 I 24 - 59
Shoshone I 1 { 204 l 178 - 13 : 567 +178 I 204 [} ; 82 - 60

South Gooding # 1 I 44 = 26 - 41 { 44 V] : 44 0 |I 18 - 59 ‘

South Interstate I 1 : 179 I 0 -100 ; 0 -100 I 0 -100 { 64 ~ 64

| South Milner , 2 I 1,536 { 1,550 + 1 I 1,830 + 19 : 1,453 - 5 |I 582 - 62 :
Tunupa I 2 I 519 I 428 - 18 : 457 - 12 : 519 0 I 208 -~ 60

Tuttle { 1 : 46 { 43 -7 I 46 [} : 46 [} ; 18 - 61 i

Vineyard i 1 I 200 { 40 - 80 : [} -100 : 25 - 88 } 10 - 95 j
Weatherwax } 1 ; 6 I 6 [} } 0 -100 I 0 -100 I 2 - 67

Wendell Cattle { 4 I 2,681 = 2,086 - 22 I 1,149 - 57 I 1,149 - 57 ; 1,071 - 60 !

Monument RA I I I } ’ } ’ '

| | | ) | | | . i

Bench | 1 | 60 | 58 - 3 | 60 0 | 60 [} | 24 - 60 ﬁ

Borah I 1 } 50 I 37 - 26 = 50 0 = 50 0 |I 20 - 60 E

Bowl Crater , 1 } 133 ; 5 - 96 I 82 - 38 I 91 - 32 } 53 - 60 ;

Cedar Fields I 1 I 470 { 452 - 4 : 692 + 47 : 554 + 18 } 188 - 60 ‘

i Crater Butte ! 7 : 1,527 I 1,317 - 14 I 1,744 + 14 { 1,454 - 5 |I 611 - 60 ;

| i

| Dietrich Butte i 11 i 5,419 E 5,039 - 17 i 5,396 -1 i 5,398 ~- 1 i 2,168 - 60 :
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LIVESTOCK FORAGE BY ALLOTMENT

o . TABLE D-3 (Cont.)
|
: FOR EACH ALTERNATIVE

| Number | Present | Proposed Active Preference for Each Alternative
Allotment Name { of | Active | Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C Alternative D
_ {Permittees|Preference| AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change AUMs | % Change
Dune I 1 I 125 I 125 [ | [ -100 | (] ~100 | 0 -100 §
Eagle Rock I 1 I 127 I 127 0 I 140 + 10 : 140 + 10 I 51 - 60 E
East Dietrich : 1 : 115 l 98 - 15 I 0 ~100 | 0 -100 } 46 - 60 §
East Minidoka : 1 I 4,430 { 1,798 - 59 I 3,016 - 32 3,075 - 31 : 1,772 - 60
| East Richfield { 1 I 58 } 49 - 16 I 58 ] : 58 0 } 23 - 60
80 { 1 { 11 } 11 0 } 0 -100 I 0 -100 I 4 - 64
; Hawley { 1 } 99 : 110 + 11 = 0 -100 I [¢] -100 I 40 - 60 ;
Kimama I 5 = 5,766 I 2,112 - 63 : 5,738 -1 I 4,921 - 15 } 2,303 - 60 ’
' b
: Laidlaw Park I 32 : 13,059 I 8,204 Y =14,559 + 12 I14,217 + 9 ; 5,224 - 60
¢ Leke Channel I 8 I 4,687 I 4,711 + 1 : 3,362 - 28 I 4,736 + 1 { 1,875 - 60
Minidoka : 14 I 18,808 : 9,121 - 52 I18,690 -1 ;15,708 - 16 : 7,494 ~ 60
- ‘ Norland : 1 : 661 { 672 + 2 : 58 - 91 : 213 - 68 , 231 - 65
Pagari } 8 : 2,901 : 1,762 - 39 { 1,890 - 35 : 1,846 - 36 : 1,158 - 60
Poison Lake I 1 I 3,262 I 1,259 - 61 } 3,262 ] : 2,201 - 33 I 1,305 - 60
Ponderosa I 1 { 30 I 30 [ } 30 o I 30 0 } 12 - 60
Railroad I 1 I 96 I 98 + 2 I [+} -100 I 0 -100 } 38 - 60
Sand I 1 I 450 : 447 -1 I 257 - 43 : 267 - 41 } 170 ~ 62
Schodde : 2 { 3,017 ’ 3,089 + 2 I 3,250 + 8 } 3,212 + 7 1,207 - 60
Star Lake East : 13 { 6,993 : 4,286 - 39 I 5,130 - 27 : 5,223 - 25 2,756 - 61
Star Lake West I 20 ; 15:735 15,952 + 1 }2&,416 + 55 25,339 + 61 6,294 - 60
l Station I 1 } 56 72 + 29 { 0 -100 | 46 - 18 18 - 68
| 200 I 1 I 59 | 49 - 17 : 0 ~100 I (] -100 9 - 85
Walcott I 8 I 2,166 2,388 + 10 I 2,482 + 15 2,320 + 7 866 - 60
Wildhorse : 26 I 29,438 10,313 - 65 I29,503 + 1 27,196 - 8 111,775 - 60
Wilson I 1 } 466 0 -100 } 0 -100 (] -100 | 64 - 86 “
| | : 1 l :
! 1/ These allotments presently have no grazing preference or actual use, but have been grazed in the past. No grazing ’
preference is proposed in any alternative. .
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